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In fiscal year 2017, the Foundation committed more than $10.4 

million to support innovative research and training programs. 

The value of the Foundation’s programming is manifested in 
many ways: by the benefits to the grant recipients, who are 
supported in their careers at critical periods in their development 
as rheumatology leaders; by vital and needed advances in 
rheumatology research and training; and by the help provided to 
patients and their families through the innovative treatments and 
enriched supportive care that come as a result of funded research 
and training programs.



AWARDS BY THE NUMBERS

27
RESEARCH AWARDS

Fellowship Training 
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81
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Annual Meeting 
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12 34 66
Health Professional 

Online Grants 
Annual Meeting 

Scholarships
Pediatric Visiting 

Professorships 



Awardees are using
their funding to investigate
the following diseases:

19 defined new pathways

  2 new cell lines developed

  8 new animal models

  3 novel gene signatures

11 new drug targets

  8 better diagnostic tests

  5 new biomarkers

  2 drugs in preclinical testing

Project Outcomes
*

 
Recipients shared the following research outcomes as a result of Foundation funding:

*
(based on 27 final reports)

 3  Novel educational products developed

 7  new epidemiologic findings

17 new collaborative networks

 6  new patient databanks
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Annual Meeting Scholarships provide funding to attend the 

ACR/ARHP Annual Meeting to students and residents from 

these states underserved by rheumatology. 



Abby G. Abelson, MD 
President

S. Louis Bridges Jr., MD, PhD 
Vice President

Ellen Gravallese, MD 
Secretary

Charles M. King II, MD 
Treasurer

Bryce Binstadt, MD, PhD  
Chair, Scientific Advisory Council

Stuart Kassan, MD 
Chair, Development Advisory Council

Erin Arnold, MD 
Norman B. Gaylis, MD
Beverly Guin
Rodolfo Molina, MD
William FC Rigby, MD

Steve Russell, MBA
Eric Schned, MD
Teresa Tarrant, MD
Anne R. Bass, MD 
Patricia Katz, PhD 
Anne-Marie Malfait, MD, PhD 
Olivier Chambenoit, PhD 

Ex-Officio Members
David I. Daikh, MD, PhD 
ACR President

Paula Marchetta, MD, MBA 
ACR President-Elect

Sandra J. Mintz, MSN, RN 
ARHP President

Board of Directors

The Rheumatology Research Foundation is a charitable 501(c)3 
organization dedicated to advancing research and training to improve 
the health of people with rheumatic disease. The 2017 Annual Report is 
based on activities during Fiscal Year 2017 (July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017)



Financials 
Rheumatology research and training is at 
the forefront of everything we do. Our high 
level of fiscal responsibility ranks us among 
the top 2% of charities in the nation and allows 
us to focus on what is the most important: the 
health of people living with rheumatic disease. 

Charity Navigator is the nation’s largest charity evaluator, providing the 
Foundation with its highest rating of four stars for nine consecutive years.

AWARDS
OPERATIONS
DEVELOPMENT

Supporters
The generosity of our supporters is integral to our mission. 
Without the invaluable contributions of the rheumatology 
community, family members and friends, and the Corporate 
Roundtable, we could not spearhead the effort to end 
rheumatic disease. Thank you to the members of the FY 
2017 Corporate Roundtable.

Thank you to the donors whose support
was vital to Foundation programming.
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